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Describe the site where you work and how you decided on this type of 
placement.  

I am the associate director of clinical training at the Chicago School of Professional Psychology 
(TCSPP) for the school psychology department. I work closely with graduate students through 
teaching, mentoring, and training. I decided to make the leap to academia after taking a part-time 
position as an adjunct professor. I loved working with graduate students and found my passion in 
teaching. I currently teach our practicum seminar classes and our System Theory class. I also 
coordinate all the placements for our EdS students. Before joining TCSPP, I was a school 
psychologist in Cicero, Illinois, for 3 years. 

What is your area of expertise? How have you developed skills in this 
area? 
I consider myself a lifelong learner and am always trying to better myself. As a school psychologist, I 
had a strong interest in social–emotional learning, proactive Tier 1 mental health supports, and mental 
health screening for all students. I partnered with local universities to implement school-wide mental 
health screening and led the school’s first-ever Tier 1 team. At TCSPP, I continue to stay involved in 
this work by teaching our systems in class. I also have a growing interest in grief, including grief support 
for students and the neuropsychological impact of grief on children and adolescents. 

How do you apply your areas of expertise in your daily work?  



I recently passed the clinical psychologist licensing exam and would like to pursue more training in 
school neuropsychology. I am committed to addressing mental health needs at a systemic Tier 1 
level, and I will continue to partner with districts to support this work. In all the classes I teach, I urge 
my students to think about problems in their schools systemically and take an ecological approach to 
supporting students. 

What specific aspects of NASP membership and involvement have 
benefited you in your career thus far? Why is membership in NASP 
important to you?  

I am proud to be an NCSP and a NASP member! I regularly use resources from the NASP website in 
my classes, and we frequently discuss questions posed on the Communities in my practicum seminar 
classes. I recently attended the NASP convention in Boston and was inspired by the speakers and the 
work happening across our field. I was particularly energized by a session hosted by Dr. Silas Pinto 
(Wounds of Colonial and Racial Trauma), which further reminded me of the work we are all called to 
do in our schools, universities, and communities. I am grateful that NASP provides a space to learn, 
engage with peers, and grow our skills. 

 


